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EDAS; Annual Field Trips

No. Year Organisers Place

1 1989 John and Della Day I F RNALFyYyQa 21| ff

2 1990 John and Della Day Anglesey

3 1991 M Crabtree Dartmoor

4 1992 GrahamAdams Penwith, Cornwall

5 1993 S Church Leiceser

6 1994 Alan Hawkins Cardiganshire

7 1995 S Church/M Roebuck Glastonbury

8 1996 Mo & Mal Houghton E. Sussex

9 1997 John and Della Day Derbyshire

10 1998 Grahamé& SusanAdams Kelso

11 1999 Keith & DeniseAllsopp Shrewsbury

12 2000 Mo & Mal Houghton Canterbury

13 2001 Keith & DeniseAllsopp Forest of Dean

14 2002 Grahamé& SusanAdams Cotswolds/Gloucester

15 2003 Keith & DeniseAllsopp East Anglia

16 2004 Peter Walker I F RNAFYyQ&a 2 f¢

17 2005 Gill Broadbent Lake District

18 2006 Steve Smith Worceder

19 2007 Grahamé& SusanAdams North Yorkshire

20 2008 Brian Maynard Dartmoor, Devon.

21 2010 Mo & Mal Houghton North Wales

22 2011 Andrew Morgan Pembrokeshire

23 2012 Alan Hawkins Exmoor

24 2013 Graham& SusanAdams Penwith, Cornwall

25 2014 Brian Maynard Lincolnshire

26 2015 Keith & DeniseAllsopp Cambridgeshire

27 2017 Lilian Ladle I'F RNAFyQa 2 ¢f¢
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Thefield trip was led byMark Corneywho works as freelance archaeology consultant
specializing in landscape, later prehistoric and Roman archaeokldgis an Honorary Research
Fellow at BristbUniversity and former Senior Landscape Investigator with the Royal Commission for
Historic Monuments of Englantle has spent over twenty years recording the field arotagy of
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Background

¢ KA A& BEDAJeNBgtol | RN | yWasa joitit vehtfire comprising members from EDAS and
members of the Wareham & District Archaeology and Local History So€iegnty threedoughty
travellers enbarked on the trip, which wasorganised by Lilian Ladle and toled by Mak Corney,
anddared totravelédzL) y B NIi K

On the firstevening whenthe Groupcongregatedn our hotel inHexham, Andrewmade an
impassioned plea for aolunteer ¢ any volunteer who would write anarticle on thefield trip for
the newsletter. With nomall degree of am twistingbehind the scenes, merry bunch of reporters
was recruited and each requested to cover a specific day in the itinerary.

Here we have in all its glory-the EDAS&t R NRA LJ H n m T Asiy@u will $e® Mldrdaty Q &
time was had by allMany thanks to our EDAS correspondents for documenting the trip for
posterity.

Vanessa
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Introduction

TheannualEDAS Field Trip is one of the lagtivities offered by thesociety. Sinc&989 EDAS

members have organisddpsto expore the historical heritage of areas throughout England and

2 fSad ¢KAA @SFNDa GNARLI (2 suchekpedkionyt@as orydnietl & & (0 K
by Lilian Ladlandf SR 6& al N)] / 2Ny Seéx 2y S ofthe RinfatsinO2 dzy i NBE Q&
Britain. In preparation for the trip Mark had sent a comprehensive document providing a detailed

description of each site, with images and plans, plus maps and clear directions. | have visited the

Wall before and explored most of the places we visitedrdythis trip but itwas a privilege to spend

so much time in the company of an expert wiifbered us a muclleeperinsight into thewalland

its landscape

Looking back at the list of trimgganised by EDASBwas interesting to note that the very fir§eld
GNRAL) 61 a&a (2 1 I RN IDgll@Bay &ll thosé ye&irsSaBo, ané@ that\BetéryiValkey afso
organised a visit to the Wall in 2004.

Over the yearshe arrangements have changatightly, and this year was no exceptiomhere were
three changes: wetook the opportunity tousea professional archaeologistiark has been
associated with thesocietyfor several yearand he charged gery reasonable rate it must be said);
we all stayed in the same hotel, which happened to be unexpectedly, gosdibly benefitting from
arecent change in ownership; atichally it was a joint initiative with Wareham and District
Archaeology and Local History Socjstith severalpeoplebeingmembers of both societies.

There were several members fahom this vas their first field trip, without exception they all
survived and were smiling at the end.

After a small bribe the feedback from the group has been unanirenesybodyagreed that they
really enjoyed the experience and they have totally forgottenwthihe weather.

AndrewMorgan

6| Page
I'5wL!IbQ{ 2![[ CL9[5 ¢wlLt



Segedunum and Arbeia
by Sue Cullinane
Monday 8" June
(14° Cyain)

On Monday morning, we gathered in the foyer of our hotel at 9.30, ready for our initial foray into

I FRNALFYyQa 21 ff O2 drpaitiNtBeasterdriist ok dhlihg Wall ASagediinud, | &
situated on the North bank of the Tyne in modatay Wallsend. After driving the 25 or so miles

from Hexham to Wallsend, our party of enthusiastic archaeologists, historians, Rom;aemn;ta

few bravelongsuffering partners arrived in typical .
summer weather under grey skies and unrelenting
drizzle which turned out to be something of a recurringss
theme for the trip! :

However, undeterred by the weather, we began our
visit with an hour in the museum, wdh was laid out in
sections, illustrating different facets of Roman military
life. Some of the highlights for me were the objects the
ONRdAKG GKS RSGFAf 2F (cKS
from personal possessions such as a gaming board with

makeshift counters made from pieces of ceramic and smooth pebbles, to the tools that illustrated
the grim realities of their lives, such as the gruesome looking medical instruments found on site.

a2t RA Sopemedern x gSa Ayl2 3

' FTGSNI 6SQR (2dzNBR GKS Ydza Sdzy
opportunityijz 3S4G F 0ANRQa SeS OJAS
0KS @GASGgAYyT (G26SNP ! f 1 K2dAK
60Sai LINBASNBSR 2F (KS F2NIia
IAgSa I GSNE Of SI NJ LIAOGdzZNB 2
Roman fort

Mark then led us on a tour of the remainminting

out the key features we would encounter time after

time during the next few days. He told us that

Segedunum was built at the same time as the wall, and the land is believed to have been taken by

the Romans during the planting season, evidencefilleg-in Iron Age furrows discovered beneath

the building platform, which was laid prior to the construction of the fort. The garrison at

Segedunum was a mixed unit of cavalry and infantry soldiers, and the north, west and east gates all
openedontothey 2 NIIK &ARS 2F GKS gtttz IAGAYT GKS OF G € N
gate opened into the associated vicus. The wall come to an end at Segedunum, with a smaller spur

wall emerging from the SE corner of the fort, which then ran down thegesto the Tyne and

continued out into the river, perhaps ending with a tower
or monument.

From the viewing tower

After touring the main part of the fort, we crossed
modernday Buddle Street which intersects it, to inspect
short section of welpreserved wall that shows signé
having been repaired in antiquitpinother interesting
aspect of this section of wall is the excavated evidence f
WOALILIA QT ¢gKAOK ¢gSNB LMAGa

The cippi marked out in thditch beyond the wall
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wall that were then filled with sharp, thorny underbrush, used as a furtleéence against
attackers.

Finallzy ¢S G221 + aK2NI ¢lt]1 R2¢gy atz2LS (261 NRa GKS
| 2t SQd ¢KS Llzo 61 &4 RSY2f AA4KSR AY Hnamo YR GKS N&EF
2014 However, records date batik when dergyman and historian John Hodgson left an account of

seeing the baths in 1814 when they were discovered by workmen building coal si@itheves) on

the Tyne.

' FGSNI f dzyOKZ 6S YIRS 2dzNJ gl & (2 | Mbiltokthesouth T2 NIy
bank of the Tyne at the mouth of the river, and as such, part of the northern frontier defences.

Situated at South Shields, Arbeia is now surrounded by modern housing. The most prominent

feature of the fort on first arriving, is the renstructed west gate, giving the visitor a sense of the

true size of the forts. It certainly helps to bring home the impression these immense stone buildings

must have had on the Iron Age inhabitants of Britain.

Before entering the site, Mark gave ustzort talk on
the history of the fort The first fort was probably built
during the 160s AD and was modified on several
occasions. The most significantiyailding took place
during the reign of Septimius Severd€X194-211),
when twentytwo extra granas were constructed.
Mark suggested that this probably points to the fort
having been a supply base for the garrisons posted a
forts all along the wall. Reconstructed west gate

Another feature of Arbeia, which suggests that it was an

important supply base, is the large sizelanassive

construction of the sunken strormpom located beneath

GKS Wt NAYOALIALIFQ 60GKS FTRYAYAAUGN
the fort).

During our tour of the remains, we were met by Nick
Griffiths, wham Mark invited to give a short talk to our
party onhis theory about the barrack buildinggost

5 o ‘ o reconstruction drawings show the barracks as single
Strong room under Principia storey construction, as do the reconstructed buildings at
Arbeia.

Nick put forward a compelling case for why he believes the barracks were in fact twa®r mo
storeys. First is the small size of the rooms within the buildgemsch apparently housing eight men,
and their horses! When pointed out, it did seem unlikely that the Romans would have housed their
soldiers in such cramped conditiogshe logisticof having to go to the defence of the fort in a

hurry would have been utterly impossible. Secondly, he argued that the presence of what appeared
to be walkways along the front of the buildings, were probably traces of covered verandas, which
would have hagosts supporting the upper storeys of rooms, in the fashion of other buildings found
all over the Roman world.
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Finally, wemade our way to the small museum on site. Two objects in the collection really stood out
for me. The first was a tombstone poatt out by Mark. It was commemorating a freed British slave
called Regina who hadarried her master, a flag maker called Barates, from Palmyra; an ancient
Roman love story perhaps?

REGI v CLIt ab”
AR ES PALYTRENS: NATTONE -
CATVALLAVINA-" AN - XXX

Inscription inLatin and Aramaic

Regina's tombstone

The seconabjectwas a mail vest which was found in the
remains ofa barrack block which burnt down sometime betwee
AD286 and 318the fire was thought to have been the result of
an attack on the fort a stark reminder of the harsh life faced b
the soldiers on the northernmost frontier of the Roman Empire

Chainmail

—~———~—
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Brunton Turret, Chesters Fort, Carrawburgh Fort and Mithraegum
by David Long
Tuesday 8 June
(12°C, very heavy rain

Tuesday dawned overcast and grey with a far from
promising forecast. Undaunted and prepared for the
worst the whole cohort set off & a.m. for the first visit
of the dayc to Brunton Turret (NY622698). This turret if
interesting not least because the wings were built to
I 002YY2RIGS GKS | NNRA QI €
event by the time the wall reached the turret it was
alreadythed b NNB g¢ gl ft | yR | &
F2dzy RFGA2ya 2F GKS &. NBFRé¢ ‘BuntonTumet ~ JAAAOE SO

From there we drove a short distance to Chesters Fort (NY912702) which was owned by John
Clayton a successful Newcastle solicitor and it was he who undertook extensax@gans in the
YARRE S (2 f § uquouK OSyilGdaNE® ¢KS F2NI Aa &lAR G2
= - . | and overlooks the river North Tyne. It was built around12BD
after the wall had been constructed and sits astride it so that
half of itis in the barbarian north. It haseveralinteresting
features including an underground strongpm with its still
intact vaulted roof There are the remains of extensive barracks
and afree-standing bath building within the praetorium
(commanding officclka K2 dza S0 @6 KA OK Ay Of dzRSa
hypocaust floor. The main baths are outside the walls of the fort
: and contain in the west wall seven niches which might have
Strongroom with vaulted roof been for clothes storage.

¢CKS /flFed2y YdzaSdzYz o dzif (eathys arenankable driurhedtdoioped W2 Ky
of the most important figures in ocentury archaeology. It is cluttered and crowded with

inscriptions, altars and statuary together with glshioned display cases. Nevertheless, it contains

many very important anéhteresting finds.

In the continuing rainwe moved on to Carrawburgh (NY860712). John Clayton undertook some
fAYAGSR SEOIF@GlIGA2Y KSNB odzi y2¢ 2yté (KS FT2NIQa
A little way to the south of the fort is the Temple of Mithras )
which hasa narthex, a have and a sanctuary. Within the
sanctuary are replicas of three altaiMdithraswasan eastern
god particularly popular with the Roman army and, at one poi
a serious rival to Christianity. Theplicaaltarto Mithrasis
hollow and a lampvould have been placed behind the stone tog
ONBIdS GKS STFFSOGU 2F GKS NI

During the return journeyve passed Limestone Corner but s

limited parking (and the weather) prevented mastusfrom Ob"Viousl\tAQtLhefain '\:'afk fXP'ai"S the
. .. . . Ithraeum temple

stopping. This is an incomplete Wditch where the underlying rock P
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possibly proved too hard to break. (For those of us who did not see it there is a photograph in Issue
326 of Current Archaeology!)

As a relatively new member of EDAS this was my first expedition with the society anldd ke

dzL2y AG & y2d 2yfte | ANBIG 2LIRNIdzyAde (G2 GAEAAL
chance to get to know more EDAS members. As an aololeds,this was the first archaeological

visit of any kind wherehad beenaccompanied by mwife!l Any preconceived ideas | may have had

as to what the trip would be like were quickly washed away (not by the rain) by the sociability of the

group. This was evident during the visits and more so in the evenings when, because we were all

staying tayether, there were plenty of opportunities to get to know those from both EDAS and W &

D. From a personal perspective, this was a winning formula which | hope will be repeated.

—~———
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Housesteads, Milecastle 37 and Vindolanda
by Lilian Ladle
Wednesday 7 June
(14° C, sunny but verwindy)

A change of plan to coincide with the weather forecast for a fine {rai) day saw us enjoying
(enduring) a steep, invigorating climb HousesteadgVericoviciumg the highest fort on the wall.

Sited on the damatic Whin Sill escarpment, the fort
wall encloses 2.2 hectarels its heydayt may have
housed a 100&trong military cohort. Building
started in the early 120s and conformed to the set ===
pattern of four gateways, interval towers, the majorf
buildingsot NI S 2 NA dzY o/ 2YY!l Vi
house), Principia (Headquarters), Valetudinarium
(hospital), Horrea (granaries), barracks and
workshops. A civil settlement (vicus) developed to [

o X 5 Eon
the south. Wall stretching east from Housesteads

Aspects of the following buildings set theapartfrom others on he site:

T {SG 06S06SSy o0 NNIO|l o0ft201az W.dAfRAY3 mMpQ g4I &

3" century constructed with carefully dressed stone blocks and having two doorways in the long
walls, wide enough for a cart to enter. A cent@alrof posts supported the roof. This type of
building is rare in Roman Britain and may have been an imperial storehouse.

1 The small hospital was designed to look like an urban Mediterranean house with rooms opening
onto an internal courtyard which would hayrovided welcome shelter for convalescing
soldiers.

1 The Headquarters was the nerve centre of the fort and was altered and extended during its 300

8SINAR 2F dzaSd® ¢KAa WaluNRYy3aIK2fRQ 6AGKAY I a0GNRBY

religious duties. A grand entrance gave access to an open colonnaded courtyard, which in turn
led to a central hall where orders were issued and justice meted out from a raised platform
OUNROdzy f 0 ¢KS dzyAlGaQ ail yRI N&aerevBriddbted] S LI
Statues of the emperors, their families and dedicationsXopiter and the goddess Discipline

were also kept here.

T b2GSR Fta 0SAy3a (KS ,weldrhds warahshuat&idartieRowdsyland ilNA G I A ¥y Q

the fort and took adantage of rainwater
channelled from roofs and drains. This was store
Ay Gg2 GSNB I NHS (I y]
capacity for thidgacility. Two rows of six seats

faced each other (going to the lavatory was a
social occasion) and were separatedabgentral

and a channel with running water for washing. , _
Sewage was disgorged through an opening in th( S 2=

fort wall and accumulated to the rear of the et & /s
civilian settlement. Best preserved latrine in Britain!
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A short walk 600m to the west dfi¢ fort brought us taMlilecastle 37 one of the finest on the wall.

{SG 2dzi SOSNE w2Yly YAfS 6mMcTHYOIZ GKSasS avlitf w3
about 16 soldiers. The north gate of this milecastle still has part of its archway; hqweshemped

due to inadequate foundations and was partially blocked allowing pedestrian traffic only. There is a
dramatic almost vertical drop outside this gate and its use must always have been very diffiult.

North gate also shows that it was latelocked.

The three cucullatis wearing their byrrt

Milecastle 37 . .
britannicus

The museum at Housesteads has the usual mix of fabulous finds, my favourite being the three
cucullaiRSAGASa FTNRBY (KS @A0dza ¢6K2 NB ¢gSIFENARYy3d GKS Y
which was no doubt an essential clothibgm for postings on the wall.

The afternoon was spent &tindolandg a truly wonderful site which has been under continuous
investigation for the past 45 year§wo EDASembers, Bryan Popple and Peter Walker have been
involvedregularlyin excavation$iere and are immortalised here in this pictdeatured in the
entrance hall to the site.

Bryan front row left, Peter back rowniddle

First port of call was the museum which houses some of
w2YlLy L NAGFAYQa Yzaid aLlsSo
largest collection of leather shoes (606@ far and
growing) including baby booties, ladies high fashion wes
and army issue.

CKS W+AYyR2fl yYRIQ gNAGAY3 ¥
Il F RNRAFyYyQa 2Fff &+ & 0dzhf (i ZPartdivihaNe ; idedetdona 2 T
importance and include the famous birthday party ThaKA 2 e Sihiddcstact ile.
invitationand aBRS N2 I G2 NB Ay ALIISG NBFSNNRAyYy3a (2 GKS 20!l f
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illustrating life and death both military and civilian are displayed to advantage allowing a glimpse
Ayiz2 WiRy8ASWNDDPKS

| \ Another important exhibit is aronze fragmet found
‘ 1 during excavations between the east granary and the

| principia (headquarters building) in 2008 BIPAS
‘ member Bryan PoppleOn it can see written
SEPTEMBER, K(alendae), N(onae), ID(us), and AE
(quinoctium). These letters clearly indicate that itsva
w part of a timekeeping device or calend@he

Vindolanda calendar is unique and the first object of its
type to come from Roman Britain.

VindolandaCalendar

The huge site at
Vindolandas extremely complex and was foundedAD 7485
as a fort on the Stanegate road betere Corbridge and Carlisle.j
2KSY I FRNAIFIyQa 21tf gl a odz
already been four fort buildings and by time the Romans left |§
there had been another five. We were privileged to visit the |
current excavations led by Andy Birley who showedish and
oak water pipes laid during the first years of the settlement ar}.
still holding water. -

I

Andy Birley and Roman wooden water pipe

By now we could recognise the usual buildings and our tour took in the latest fort which dated to c.
AD 213. The entire perimeter wall survives and thasated the military from the civilian

settlement. Evidence points to women and children living in army accommodation. The granary and
store buildings conformed to type, as did the Principia with offices, store rooms, shrine and a sunken
strong room. Théraetorium was used by numerous commanding officers and was modified over
time. A Christian church was incorporated into this building in the late 300s; a Christian community
flourished, attested by the tombstone of Brigomaglos dated to around AD 6086t Bluitks on the
corners of the fort accommodated B people; the resulting sewage flowed through drains into
ditches outside the fort and was collected for fertiliser or for use as a tanning agent.

Between AD 208 and 211, up to 250 steoeted circularhuts were built over an earlier fort and
pre-dated the latest one. They appear to be unique in the Roman Empire and may have been
constructed for a native workforce or a foreign army unit. Perhaps the most impressive building is
the bath house, originallysed by the military but later adapted by the townsfolk not only for
bathing but also as a social centfdter the soldiers left, the military buildings were utilised and
plundered. Life continued at Vindolanda for a further 400 years, the settlemenisgly ending

with more of a whimper than a bang.

—~———
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Corbridge Roman Town and Supply Baaed Anglo-Saxon Chich
by Phil Death and Alan Dedden
Thursday 8 June
(12° C, very heavy rain

And so to Day 4 and our rescheduled trip to Corstopituraw known as Corbridge. The Roman

name was long thought to be Coria, but the Vindolanda tablets revealed this to be only the

shortened version of its full name. After Wednesday's fine but breezy weather it was a return to
waterproofs andin some casesimbrellas.

Corbridge startedife in aboutAD86asa fort, utilising its
advantageous position beside the banks of the River Tyne
and at the junction of two existing Roman routabe
Stanegate (eastwest) and Dere Street (northsouth).

With the canmissioning of Hadrian's Walll became a
supply base with a garrison of soldiers believed mainly to
be specialist workers including blacksmiths, masons,
surveyors etcall of whom supported the forward infantry
and cavalry along the wall and in theirioiately
unsuccessful campaigns to extend the empire into
Caledonia (Scotland).

A marked reluctance from the Group to leave the
shelter of the Museum

Only part of the site in the central area has been
excavated, starting in a twgear season in the 1860s and
more extensively between the years of 1904. It is a
special sitedue partly to the fact thatduring the Roman
period a large civil settlement grew up beside the military
base This can be seeroim the layout of the site as well ag
the material that has been successfully excavated. One of
its major claims to fame is ¢hhuge granaries that are
particularly well preserved and believed to be thest
representatives surviving in the empire HugeGraneries

Alongside thison what may have been the site of the commar@drouseis a monumental

building enclosing a large open space. phgose of this later building is unknown, but is believed
by our trusted guide Mark to most likely have been a forum with market and shops in the later
stages of the site's development.

Between the granaries and the "market”, a large
aqueduct runningrbm the north spills into a settling
tank on the side of the main eastvest road through

the fort. There is evidence that the aqueduct flowed into
the tank via a large ornamental fountain making an
impressive display on one of the fort's main streetse Th
water wasrouted from the settling tank by subsidiary
agueducts to serve the needs of the civilian and military
population.

Settling tank with warn end
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