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We WISH all our members and their families a Happy and healthy New
Year
Recent Events
Last EDAS Lecture
At our Christmas Lecture Bob Hill, of The Historic Building Advisory Service, gave us a talk: “The
whole is the sum of the parts: naming the parts”. Bob gave us a presentation on the different
methods and techniques that have been used over the ages in buildings made from timber, stone,
and brick. This reminded some of us of the few techniques that we had heard of, and introduced us
all to a mind-boggling list of other techniques. Many of the methods had not changed since Roman
Times (e.g. the use of “put-log” holes), and Bob showed us a mediaeval painting depicting the
construction of the Tower of Babel. This looked virtually identical to how both a Roman site and
modern site might have looked (apart from how the cranes were powered).
However, there have also been a number of reasons why the traditional techniques have been
modified slightly. One of these was the climate; for example, wetter weather in the past caused a
change from the use of simple earth-posts to sill-beams, to be more resistant to rot. Another cause
of change, that we can see all around us, is the pressure to drive down cost. Bob showed us how
brick-laying techniques had been adapted so that they still looked prestigious, but were also
relatively cheap.
We thank Bob for a very interesting lecture.

Forthcoming Events
Dartmoor Field Trip 8 June to 13 June 2008
We remind members about this year’s Field Trip, and that Brian would like to know as soon as
possible if you are coming. See last month’s Newsletter for contact and other details.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The dates for EDAS events are underlined. The monthly evening lectures start at 7.30pm.
Walks and field visits usually meet at 10.30 am at the published Grid Reference. Ring the leader if the
weather is doubtful or if more details are required.

2008
Wed 9 Jan

EDAS Lecture: “In the Footsteps of Alexander The Great” with Peter Sommer,
archaeologist, writer and documentary producer. Talk postponed from November.

Thu 31 Jan

“The Manor Houses of Dorset” Talk at Dorchester Library starting 7pm by the
Authors U. Russell and A. Grindrod on their recent book. Tickets £2 each from the
Dorchester Library, including light refreshment.

Wed 13 Feb

EDAS Lecture: The life and times of the Mary Rose 1509-1545 with Bill Moore
of the Mary Rose Information Group. Bill will be dressed in Tudor Period Costume.

Wed 12 Mar

EDAS Lecture: "Dorset's first Railway" with Peter Sills, chairman of the Purbeck
Mineral and Mining Museum Group

Wed 26 Mar

EDAS AGM followed by a talk by Graham and Susan Adams on the 2007 Field
Trip.

Below, Ken Wheatley shows us what the best-coiffeured
Romans ladies were sporting nearly 2 millennia ago!

